In the most recent one, M. Orfila has been consulted in consequence of the incom-
petency of the provincial experts ; and he has drawn up an interesting report of the case, embracing some incidental questions. The present case was that of a child aged fifteen months, who died after purging and vomiting a black fluid. On opening the body ten days after burial, the stomach was filled with a greenish fluid, and the vessels of the lungs and brain were gorged with black blood. M. Orfila detected sulphate of iron in notable quantities in the portions of the abdominal contents forwarded to him. He does not think that signs of inflammation of the alimentary canal were not present because the experts did not find them. They are so in most cases of this poisoning; but the thick coat of greenish varnish has to be cut through before the state of the membrane can be ascertained. Absence of inflammation is, however, no proof that poisoning may not have occurred, as the sulphate of iron acts on the economy by producing disorders in it which are the results of absorption, rather than by causing local inflammatory action. In commenting upon the defective procedures of the country experts, who at first were unable to detect the iron at all, and then employed a process which confounded the accidental with the normal iron of .the economy, M. Orfila observes, that this last is always to be carefully avoided in judicial investigations. When 
